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FROM 


A MEMB ER of he 
Unix erfity of OXFORD, 


N e . 
: A. 


GENTLEMAN in the Country z | 


CONTAINING 
A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT 
O F A 


WATCH. PLOT. 


Lately diſcovered there; 


Together with ſome ſerious Reflections upon 
the preſent Circumſtances of that Univzs- 
SITY, and the Conduct of its Enemies. 


1 the Cltlrm of Edom, O Lord, in the Dies 
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of Jeruſalem, how they ſaid, Down with it, Down Ho . 


avith it, even $0 the Ground, Pf. cxxxvii. 7. 
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HE Writer of the following 
Letter, it may eaſily be ob- 
ſerved, is not ſo ſtudious to obtain 
racter for Elegance of Com- 
ä tion, as for the neſty of his 
Heart and Intentions. He ſolemn- 
ly declares that the main Motive 
by which he is induced to publiſh it 
is a Zeal for the Honour of an Uni- 
verſity, which, notwithſtanding the 
repeated 


repeated Stabs 1 has lately re- | | 
ceived from ſome of her own Sons 1 
even now in her Boſom, is {till in a . 1 
fairer Way than ſhe is generally 1 0 
thought to be. All Party-Spirit he it 
utterly diſavows and abhors; - and | | WM 
if he has expreſſed himſelf rather | {t 
warmly in one or two Paſlages, he 7 
delires it may be attributed to the - 
above Motive; which it is hoped wil - ; 1 
not yet be thought to have carried ö 
him beyond the Bounds: of Decen- 
cy, much leſs beyond thoſe of 
Truth. It may perhaps with ſome 1 
5 Juſtice be objected to ann T5 Ty 3 tv 
Non tali Auxilio, nec Defenſoribus N | 
-_ 
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Thar the ks Circumſtances of 
the Univerſity are ſuch as ſeem to 
demand a publick Vindication of 
its Character from ſome authori- 
tative Pen. But this, it is pre” 
ſumed, has been delay'd for pru- | 
dential Reaſons: And therefore, 
with a View to gratify, 'in ſome 
Meaſure, the general Impatience of 
ſeeing ſomething from theſe Parts, 
the following Letter is publiſhed. 
To a candid Reader, the Hurry in 
which it was drawn up, will be a 
ſufficient Apology for. the Inaccu- 
racies he will meet with in it. Af- 
ter the Writer had waited ſo long 
in Expectation of ſeeing the Cauſe 
undertaken by a more able Advo- 
cate, the Time would admit of no 
formal 
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formal and methodical Defence. If 
what he has here written ſhall an- 
ſwer the Purpoſe of ſtopping for a 
while the Voice of the Slanderer and 
Blaſphemer, the Enemy and Aven-, 
ger, he will think himſelf richly re- 
warded for the ſmall Pains lie has 
—::. cc: . 
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LETTER, G. 


| ; Oxford, Dec. 28, 1754. 
1 Sir, 
AM very ready to gratify your Curi- 
L ofity to know every Bhing of Conſe- 
gquence that paſſes in this Univerſity: 
Z Becauſe I am ſenſible that it is in you 
both a natural and a commendable Curi- 
ofity, and that you will not, as ſome 
| Others have done, make an ill Uſe of any 
Thing that ſhall be communicated to you 
from theſe Parts. You have often told 
me that you entertain a Kind of ſacred 
Reverence for the Place to which you owe 
your Education; and indeed you have 
great Reaſon to do ſo: For that Education 
has made you an Ornament to your Pro- 
B 5 feſſion, 


1 


2 


(2 ) 
fefſion, and procured you a, comfortable 
Subſiſtence for the Remainder of your 7 
Life, I could wiſh every one cheriſhed 
the fame grateful Sentiments of the in- 
valuable Bleſſings they derive from hence. 
But the Account you ſent me in your laſ, 
Was not ſo ſurprizing to me as you ſeem'd 
to imagine it would be. The Gentle. 
men in your Neighbourhood, whoſe Names 
' Faw: mention, are not the only Inſtances of 
the Kind I have heard of, or met with; 
there are others who go a: Step beyond 
them,, who make a Merit of employing 
that very Eloquence which they owe to 
Oxford in. ſet Harangues and bitter Invec- 
tives againſt it. Like the fabulous Giants 
of old, rebelliouſly exerting their bod;ly 
Strength againſt Heaven from whence b 
derived it“. Theſe e deſcend 
4 8 , | Even 
* Sed 4 quid Typheeus, & validus Mimas - 
Contra ſonantem P ALLADIS . 


Poſſunt ruentes ? 


The former of theſe Heroes is ay repreſented by 
Mr. K—n—t who, having originally ſprung 
from a D--ngh--1l, may not improperly be called 
Te erræ Filius. * Brother Mr. Br —- may paſs 

for 
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even to Figion; 4 the groſſeſt Miſrepre« | 


ſentations of Facts; and if one may judge 
from their preſent Practices, would feel a 


Means they could deſtroy its very Being 


as an Univerſity. But in Spite of their 


wicked Arts, they have the Mortification 


to ſee it flouriſh daily. Young Gentle- 


men of Figure and Fortune are continually 


flowing in upon us. A plain Proof this 


of the Diſcipline, good Order, and De- 


ſavage Kind of Satisfaction, if by theſe 


/ 


cency of Behaviour, kept up among us; 
which (as I told you long fince) my Lord 


_ Parker was ſo honourable and ingenuous 
as to commend en a late Occaſion. 


Tus .Refnck, and e ao 


Perſons above hinted at, who thus rack 
their Inventions to ruin us, is certainly 
very unaccountable : | But not more ſo 


for the latter. Such Reflections on particular Per. | 


- ſons, as ſeeming to imply private Reſentment, it 
muſt be owned, when conſidered apart from Cir- 
cumſtances, are unjuſtifiable; and are here made 

with no other View but to ſet the Ingratitude of 
theſe Gentlemen in a ſtronger, and at the ſame 

Time in 's proper, Light. 
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| 87 
than the extreme Credulity, real or af- 
fected, of ſuch as repoſe an implicit 
Confidence in every Report they hear to 
our” Diſadvantage. If Abuſe of this Uni- 
verſity is with ſome Prople become a fa- 
fhionable Topick of Converſation ; it is 
no leſs faſhionable with others to admit 
every new-invented Story againſt it as an 
inconteſtable Truth, I had almoſt ſaid, as 
an Article of Political Faith. I myſelf, FF | 
when I have been endeavouring to de- 9 
fend its Honour, when attack d, in private 1 
Company, have heard it charged with 
. retaining the Eſſence of Popery in 

ts publick Worſhip, and with a thouſand 
: dine Things equally abſurd, as with Facts 
that I could not pretend to deny or diſ- 
| ſemble ; but which, at the fame Time, 
n Man would richly deferve to be laugh'd 


at, who ſhould ſet e nm hs to 
refute. | | 
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On: main End of my Correlpotdence 3 
with you is, that you may be able to vin- 
dicate che Dunn of this much- injured 1 
Place 


CUE 

Place upon all ſuch Occafions as are men- 
tioned above: And my Method has been 
to ſend you as plain Accounts as I. could 
of Matters of Fact. The Univerſity ſtands. 
in Need of no other Kind of Defence; 
for were Facts but clearly related, and ſet 
in their proper Light, without any Party- 
Gloſſes, or malicious Exaggerations, there 
could be no Room for Jealouſies and Miſ- 
underſtandings between us and our Su- | 
_ periors: And a certain Set of Men, whoſe 
. Buſineſs and Intereſt it now: is to foment 
them, might then perhaps find out a more 
laudable and honeſt Employment for their 
Talents. But I ſhall, without further 
Introduction, proceed to the Relation of 5 
an Affair which happened here lately, and 
which, (becauſe it ſeems to be a ſtrong 
Confirmation of what I have been ſay- 
ing) I was willing to take the firſt Mu 7 
POLAR: of laying before you. 


A rw Days ſince a certain Gentleman 
of this Place, who thinks it no Impeach- 
ment of his Loyalty to his Majeſty King 

Gonk that he wiſhes well to my Lord 
Wenman 
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(6) 


Wenman and | Sir Fames Daſhwood, was 
reading a News- Paper at the Kitchen-Fire 
of a large publick Houſe. There were 


two or three other Perſons in the ſame 
Room; and one of them, one Mr. Hen, 


a matriculated Barber, came up to the firſt- 
mentioned Gentleman ſo employed, and 
deſired him to lend him his Watch a 
Moment; a remarkably good one, made 
by Tompion. He immediately retired with 


it to a Corner of the Room, in Order (as 


the Gentleman ſuppoſed) to correct his 


own by it. He ſoon returned it: But 


the Gentleman, as he was replacing it in 
| his Pocket, found that the Caſe was not 
ſecure, and (as it was natural) reproved 
Mr. H--n--r for putting his Watch into 
His Hand in that careleſs Manner. Then 


endeavouring to ſhut it, he found the 
Spring would not catch, and no ſooner 
examined the Inſide of the Caſe but he 
ſaw a ſmall Picture, which he preſently 
knew to be that of the young Pretender. 


He, immediately fired, taxed Mr. H-- 
Land "with what * a done, Mr. H--n-r 
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Bokel juſt as ſilly and confounded as you . 
may ſuppoſe any other detected Villain to 


do, and with an affected Air of .Indiffe- 


rence replied to this Effect: Why, tis 


« a pretty little Picture, and 1 thought it 
ee would pleaſe you better than me, and 
« ſo was willing to make you a Preſent 
c of it.” The Gentleman made no An- 


ſwer, but with a juſt and honeſt Indigna- 


tion threw the Picture into the Fire, and 


any out of the ME 


I pov 15 Sr; but your Imagination 
has prevented me in drawing a Parallel be- 
tween this Affair and that of the infamous 
Rag-Plat. There is certainly a ſurprizing 
Reſemblance of Features between them, 
that ſtrikes one at firſt Sight. And had 

not this laſt Plot been cruſh'd in the 
Birth by the Unſkilfulneſs of the Midwife, 
it might juſtly have been ſtiled the other's - 
Firſt-born. But as it has happened, I 


hope it will ſerve to convince thoſe abroad, 
who are capable of being convinced, of 
the low and diſhoneſt Artifices of ſome 

among 


( 5 JT 
among us, whe are moſt impiouſly and | 
unnaturally labouring to raiſe 2 
upon the Ruins of our Alma Mater. 
will not compliment Mr. H--n-'s "abi 855 

tion ſo far as to ſuppoſe he was the firſt 
Mover in this Bufineſs. It may, 15 think, 
on the contrary, be taken for granted, that 
be acted only an Under-Part. Neither do 
 Texprefily charge any Academick with the 
Contrivance of this ingenious Plot. All 
I ſhall obſerve is, that this Mr. ner, 
befides his Trade of a Barber, has the 
Honour to be Butler of Exeter College. 
The Gentlemen of that Society, I am | 
told, affect to laugh it off, as a fooliſh | 
trifling Affair, and to wonder why People || 
ſhould be alarmed at it. They blame 
indeed for his Folly, but 
are ſo extremely charitable in this Inſtance 
as to acquit him of any guilty Deſign, 
I will not pretend to judge Mr. H-; 
be knows his own Heart beſt: But a 
plain Proof to me of a black Intention 
ſomewhere, is that ſome of his Friends 
_ ma been with the affronted 
Gentle 
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Gentlemai, on Purpoſe to prevail with 


1 him, if poſlible, not to nu'ge the Af⸗ 


fair. 

1 dank given you, Sir, a plain Narra- 
tive of the Fact: And now indulge me 
in a few Reflections upon our preſent 
Circumſtances, not ſuggeſted by a blind 
Party-Zeal, but by an unaffected Regard 


to Truth, and a fincere e 


Affection to this Univerſity, to whoſe In- 
tereſts I am ſo hardy as to confeſs my- 


ſelf moſt firmly attach d. With Reſpect 
to the Views of theſe Gentlemen, a very 


ſmall Degree of Penetration will give us a 
clear Inſight into them. The honourable 


Profeſſion of Informing g (for honourable. 


they ſeem ſollicitous to prove it) has in 

a late ſingle Inſtance proved a very lucra- 
tive one too. They hope to meet with 
the ſame Succeſs; 1 in Order to en- 

ſure it, are turned Pimps and Informers 
to that Prince of Informers equally deteſt. 
ed by all Parties. They furniſh him from 
Time to Ti ime with Matter of general 


251 > 8 Abuſe 


tw) 


Abuſe rak'd from their own filthy hellif 


Plots; and occaſionally interſperſe ths vileſt 
Reflections upon the moſt reſpectable 
Characters in the Place. I know that 


when they have been expoſtulated with | 


by ſome of their .own Friends upon theſe 
truly diabolical Practices, they have only. 


replied with great Coolneſs; There is 
no Help for it; we muſt take all Ad- 


« vantages at forks *Fimes as. theſe. But 
J would ask Mr. Kt, for Inſtance, 
why maſt the Univerſity (to which it is: 
very well known he is indebted for every 
Morſel of Bread he eats) be ſo ungrate- 


fully and inhumanly facrificed to his fu- 


. xious Zeal for what is called the Ner- 


Intereft? Ts it becauſe he has ſb large a 


Wager depending upon the Event of the 


can, what Connectien there is Between 
the Principles of this Univerſity, and the 
Merits of that Election. Will it follow 
| that, ſuppoling we are a Neſt of 

therefore the Oxfordſhire F. recholders muſt 
be PR ed of their n as ſuch? 


County-Election? Let him tell me, if ho | 
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le cannot ſurely entertain ſo mean an 
- |= Opinion of the Judgment, Underſtanding, 
or Honefty, of a Britiſp Houſe of Com- 
- =  anons, as to ſuppoſe they will be influenced 
buy ſuch a palpable Piece of Sophiſtry. 
- There cannot be conceived ſo daring an 
| Inſult upon the Wiſdom and Integrity of 
chat Honourable Aſſembly, as ſuch an 
7 impudent Suppoſition would imply ; un 
- lleſs this ſame Gentleman were to petition, 
„ FF that in the Deciſion of this great Affair, 
of publick and national "Concern, Regard 
might be had purely to his private Emo- 
- lument; and that the Candidates in the 
= New Intertf might be voted in quo jure 
gudque injurid, only "becauſe this humble 
and modeſt Petitioner, being likewiſe very 
poor, has a mme o Sum ANG” . 
er | 


— thts. 
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f 4 with Regan to the real Pridciples | 
| | of this Univerſity, they are ſuch” as will 
approve themſelves to every honeſt un- 
prejudiced Perſon in the Kingdom. Its 
very Oppoſers are ſatisfy'd of this, not- 
C2 * | 
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(1) 


aridftanding they take ſuch Pains to 


blacken and miſrepreſent them, They 


know, Sir, in their own Conſciences, 
that we are moſt firmly and unalterably 
attach'd to the CHurch of England, and to 
its great Support, the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
They know that our Loyalty to his pre- 
ſent Majeſty is as untainted as our reli- 


gious Principles. I ſpeak from the very 


Bottom of my Soul when I charge them 
with being convinced of this; but ſuch 


baſe Men pay little. Regard to inward 


Conviction, It was previouſly agreed up- 
on between the Gentlemen of a certain 
Intereſt in this County, that the ſtale Cry 


of Popery and Facobitifm ſhould be re- 
vived to ſerve their preſent Purpoſes, and 


to facilitate their Succeſs. But ſurely the 
Univerſity might have been ſpared upon 


this Occaſion; for, in the Name of Won- 


der, how is this Cry ſupported? The 
whole Body is vilified and abuſed for the 
Action of a few inconſiderate young Fel- 


| lows: And that very Action, now it has 


been ſearched to the Bottom, is found to 
FEED 5 - 8 


(3). 
be imputable to almoſt any / Thing rather 
than Jacobitical Principles. But ſuppo- 


ſing the Charge upon tbem to be juſt, how 
often muſt it be inſiſted on to be a moſt 


flagrant Piece of Injuſtice, an abſolute 


Contradiction to Common Senſe, to make 
the Univerſity anſwerable for every ſingle 


Action of each individual Member? If 
this Way of Reaſoning be admitted in one 


Cilaſe, let it be admitted in all. Our Sif- | 
ter-Univerſity, it is well known, would 


then come in for her Share of the Charge 
of Diſaffection. But we hope for her 
Sake, as well as our own, that ſuch im- 


potent Slander, ſuch partial Accuſations, 
will always meet with the Reception they 


deſerve, In the mean Time we call 


upon them to prove one ſingle Act of 


Diſloyalty upon the collective Body. 


Even their ſubtle and malicious Inven- 


tions will, I may fafely ſay, be puzzled 
to do this. But, till this 4e done, our 


Character as good Subjects, as well as 
in every other Reſpect, will ſtand un- 
ſhaken and fecure. The whole Herd 


of, 


„ 
of 3 let their Combination 
againſt the Place be never ſo ſtrong, 
| = their Efforts never ſo united, will 
in the End be baffled and confounded, - 


AUT as 


nion of the World in 


Their reiterated Blows at its very Foun- 

- dJations will but the more powerfully en- 
gage every virtuous and impartial Man, 
every true Lover of Learning and his 
Country, in its Support; and fo be the 
yawilling Means of N it oy 


— eluti * ualidam cum er quercum 
Alpint Boreæ nunc hinc, nung 

Eruere inter ſe certunt; it firiger, & altè 

 Conflernunt terram concuſſo ftipite frondes: 
Ipſa heret Jcopulis ; ; & quantum vertice w 


bus illinc 


* Aan, tantum m radic in Tartara d 
0 7 VIX G. o 


% Ar the fame Time it muſt be own'd it 
upon us, as we regard the good Opi- 
general, to wipe off 

thoſe virulent Aſperſions which have been 
ſucceſſively thrown _ (he *. and 


Parti- 


Y 


0 5). . : 
particularly thoſe upon the chief Magiſ= 


trate in a late Defence. Too long a De- 


* may in ſuch a Caſe, it is to be fearedy 
be conſtrued to our Diſadvantage: A 


| Conſciouſneſs of our own Innocence and 


Integrity may, it is true, help to deceive 
us into a blameable Security. In theſe -- 
Times, it muſt be confeſſed, an uneommon 
Degree of Circumſpection and Activity is 
neceſſary. But the Children of this Mori 
are in their Generation wiſer than the:Chil- 
dren of Light. On the other Hand it muſt © 
be conceived, we may have hitherto been 
partly reſtrained by a Tenderneſs for the 
Character of a certain Society, which has 
 ſhewn fo little to that of the whole Uni. 
verſity beſides "itfelf.. Whatever Motive 
our Silence may be imputed to, the World 
may reſt aſſured that ſtrange Scenes of In- 
iquity will cer long be brought to Light, 
Till which Time it can be no unreafon- 
able Requeſt to deſire thoſe who are in- 
clined to think ill of us, to ſuſpend their 
Judgment, and entertain as favourable an 
* of this Vaiverlity, f for the _ | 
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OY its pc Services to the Publick, as the © 
Credit of its Accuſers will Permit chem 


to do. J am, 
5 . is Dear Sir, 
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Your ſincere Friend, 
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and humble Servant, 


A.M. 
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